
Rally Around Your Readers! That’s the topic of this issue of 

Dreams on Target  

Your personal copy of the newsletter that will help make your online business 

dreams come true 

If you’ve been following along for a while you’d probably expect that I’d have to 

make mention of the Seattle Seahawks being participants in Super Bowl XLVIII this 

Sunday. Usually I would have little interest in the outcome of each year’s Super 

Bowl game but naturally living here in Seahawk country this year is greatly 

different.  

I’m not one of the fans that dyes their hair or paints their face blue and green but I 

do proudly where my championship t-shirt and have been known to cheer loudly 

upon occasion.  

Since you’re reading this edition of Dreams on Target on Monday or later, Super 

Bowl XLVIII will have been played and the winner decided, since this is not really a 

newsletter focused on sports I’m not going to edit the writing to account for the 

finish. Instead I will simply say Go Hawks and cross my fingers that they are 

victorious.  

With that in mind, I will also continue for one more week to use a sports themed 

story for the stage of the newsletter topic. 

Let me take you to the coaching style of Pete Carroll, the Seattle Seahawks head 

coach who describes his style as “trying to help our guys be the best they can 

possibly be”. Now that doesn’t sound like a revelation does it, actually it sounds 

just like any coach of any sport, so what makes it successful?  

Carroll does so with positivity. He rallies his players to focus on their individual 

abilities and not conform to some preconceived method of play based on other 

players or tradition. Certainly there’s a play book and a direction but he says he 

tries to guide the players to find within themselves their best traits and then he and 

his staff mold that energy into a team that supports each other. It is this positive 

encouragement and cheerleading style that creates a nurturing environment of 

excellence.   

This is the lesson we can take with us in building our online blogging businesses.  

Rally Around Your Readers! 

You can tell your story to your readers and attempt to tell them what action to take 

but you will find that they won’t often follow your direction. Instead they will most 

likely “bounce” right off your website.  



Why, because you have given them no real reason to stay. You are so focused on 

what you want them to do that you believe they will simply agree and take action 

blindly. I suppose you may get lucky and a few will but most will not.  

You will find greater success and I venture to say even more fun by focusing on 

them, on your readers and possible buyers. They are your audience, they are your 

community, and they are who you must learn to build your business around.  

You’ve certainly heard the phrase before, “what’s in it for me” (WIIFM), right? Well 

that is why your reader will visit your blog and also return. With any luck they will 

become a regular and even subscribe to your list. When you provide the 

information or guidance they are searching for, they will then have reason to follow 

along.  

You must look deeply at the purpose of your blog and what it is that you have to 

offer. You must then reach out to identify your audience and determine how you 

can resonate with them. That is when you can start to rally around them.  

To do this you must stay connected, you must ask them questions and respond to 

each and every communication. You want to create a reciprocating environment 

that you nurture by acting in a positive manner because you want your audience to 

feel welcome and comfortable in your circle so that they will start to reach out to 

you.  

They are more apt to do so when they know that your guidance and direction will 

be supportive and may I venture to say, even motivating. They will come to expect 

that you will give them a boost by providing resources or answers to guide their 

business or solve a problem. They will respond much more favorably because you 

are providing a cheerleading environment of support while leading them in a 

direction beneficial to you both.  

This also means that you must reach out in directions outside of your blog. You 

must put yourself out there so that potential readers can find you and you can in 

turn find ways to help them. You do this by interacting with relevant Facebook 

groups, there are numerous available and assuredly one for your online business 

niche or focus.  

You should also work at developing a Twitter following that will not simply follow 

your tweets but will find your blog. Personally I find this the toughest way to find 

readers but it is essential in this day of mounting social media interaction. 

You should also follow your reader’s blogs and businesses assuming of course that 

they have one. Remember this is a “give-and-take” relationship and they aren’t 

inclined to give if you don’t. Find out what makes them tick, get to know what they 



are into and why they need what you are offering. It is only then that they may 

choose to respond.  

There are many other online locales to connect and interact – forums, chat rooms, 

Google+ hang outs, Pinterest boards, Squidoo, Bubblews, etc., the point is to find 

your community and get involved. Get known by providing value in a positive, 

nurturing manner that attracts your audience to your work. Then attempt to 

recognize how they are interacting with you and that is what you focus on and build 

upon. When you find the answer to their (WIIFM) question and rally around your 

readers, you can build your following and nurture it in a positive, supporting 

cheerleading style.  

Have I connected with what resonates with you? 

 

Take action, surprise yourself, and keep your dreams on target! 

Kindly, 

Marilyn Thompson 

http://www.marilynthompsonsolutions.com 

http://www.positivelyyoucan.com 

email: nueavenue@gmail.com 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

"Motivation is the art of getting people to do what you want them to do because 

they want to do it." 

~ Dwight D. Eisenhower, United States 5-star General and 34th President 

This week’s posts if you missed them: 

Marilyn Thompson Solutions: 

Worthy Web Writings 

How to Set Up Your Contact Form with Captcha 

5 Traits You Must Have to Win in Your Niche 

Positively You Can: 

What Are the Scariest Words You Know 

 

   If you enjoyed this newsletter please tell others, by all means share it, after all they’ll 

probably thank you and that will feel pretty darn good.  

This newsletter is being sent to you because you subscribed to one of my blogs; Marilyn 
Thompson Solutions or Positively You Can 

http://www.marilynthompsonsolutions.com/
http://www.positivelyyoucan.com/
mailto:nueavenue@gmail.com


If for any reason you do not want to receive any more valuable tips, resources and 

information about blogging and building the online business of your dreams, you can 

unsubscribe by clicking the link at the end of this email. But please know that I will surely 
miss you. 

   


