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Preparation 

Hello and welcome to the first edition of the Dreams on Target newsletter, I 

think you’re going to like it. Today our topic is “preparation”. 

To be successful in business, in blogging, and affiliate marketing, in just 

about anything we do, our level of success has a lot to do with our level of 

preparation. As the old adage goes “it’s all about the perspiration in the 

preparation”. 

Let me relate an example. Whether you’re a football fan or not you’ve 

probably heard that the NFL playoffs are underway with the Super Bowl just 

a few weeks away. Now here in the Pacific Northwest where I call home we 

have a team you may have heard of, the Seattle Seahawks. You may have 

also heard of the “12th man” a term given to the boisterous Seattle 

Seahawks fans. 

The voices and enthusiasm of the “12th man” have been known to propel 

their team to victory, leave opponents unable to hear their own voices on 

the field, and set Guinness records for game day thundering noise. We’re 

somewhat proud of this and trust me this noise does make the ground 

shake, which in earthquake country is a bit unnerving.  

Now to be one of these rambunctious 12th man fans it certainly takes 

preparation. If you have ever seen them on game day and for some it 

lingers long before and after the game, they prepare by wearing the 

appropriate team colors, jerseys of their favorite players, paint up their face 

and hair, and exercise their vocal cords. After all they have given new 

meaning to home-field advantage. 

We are a loyal and engaging bunch of fans that absolutely have something 

to cheer about.  

You see the Seattle Seahawks are the 2013 NFL West division champions 

and they are led by one of the most amazing young quarterbacks in all of 

the NFL, Russell Wilson. Russell Wilson could be a preparation guru - 



coaches, teammates, and fans alike marvel at his apparent ease in any 

situation during the game. 

See Russell Wilson takes his job and his craft extremely seriously. He 

endlessly studies game footage critiquing his own play and perfecting it. He 

somehow knows what needs to get done even when facing a 20–0 deficit. 

Teammates have remarked that his leadership is amazing that he never 

stays complacent and that he is always trying to get better both on the field 

and off. 

Russell Wilson himself has been quoted to say “I always say you’re never 

nervous when you’re prepared”. He has been known to use the phrase 

“being the calm in the storm” more than a few times and he has shown it in 

his leadership ability. 

So what does this have to do with building an online business? 

Everything! 

Preparation is all about stepping up; it’s about your putting forth the effort 

to learn everything you can about a topic from a variety of sources. It’s 

about reading article after article, e-books, reports, watching videos, and in 

the online business critiquing the websites and blogs of others. 

In order to be the best blogger you can be and nurture that coveted 

community, you must be in a constant state of learning and preparing. You 

can never become complacent or be satisfied with any milestone as this is 

an industry ever-changing. 

In order to build a thriving online business whether it’s through monetizing 

your blog, creating micro niche sites, promoting affiliate products or your 

own products you must be willing to be constantly learning and adapting. 

You must be open to the idea of change while doing your homework and 

gathering your training in an ongoing process. 

This is one part of this business that I enjoy, the endless challenge of always 

learning, always improving, and always refining your preparation. As Russell 

Wilson displays when putting forth the proper preparation the outcome 

stands a greater chance of success. 

Preparation is also about learning from our failures, there’s nothing wrong 

with failing in fact it is often through our failures that we learn the most. The 



point is when you fail pick yourself back up, take a look at what went wrong, 

chalk it up to experience and place it in your preparation bushel basket. 

Preparation is not simply the act of being prepared. It is about being 

equipped and ready to tackle new opportunities, new challenges, and new 

rewards. When molding your online business, preparation is about every 

step you take, large and small moving forward toward achieving your 

dreams. 

 

Take action, surprise yourself, and keep your dreams on target! 

Kindly, 

Marilyn Thompson 

http://www.marilynthompsonsolutions.com 

http://www.positivelyyoucan.com 

email: nueavenue@gmail.com 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

There are no secrets to success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, 

and learning from failure.  

~ Colin Powell - retired 4-star general, National Security Advisor (1987 – 

1989), U.S. Secretary of State (2001 – 2005) 

If you enjoyed this newsletter please tell others, by all means share it, after all they’ll 
probably thank you and that will feel pretty darn good.  

This newsletter is being sent to you because you subscribed to Marilyn Thompson Solutions 
blog at http://www.marilynthompsonsolutions.com 

If for any reason you do not want to receive any more valuable tips, resources and 

information about blogging and building the online business of your dreams, you can 

unsubscribe by clicking the link at the end of this email. But please know that I will surely 
miss you. 
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