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Introduction 

Hello,  

Thank you for subscribing to my “Marilyn Thompson Solutions” blog and 

downloading your free e-book gift. I truly believe you will find the 

information inside of great value and will be reading it more than once as 

you develop and grow your blogging business.  

That’s right, your blogging business, because that’s what we’re doing aren’t 

we? We’re growing our businesses, whether your blog itself is generating 

money for your business, or you’re using it to promote your other ventures, 

such as your products, books, and websites. The purpose of your blog is to 

create a following and drive traffic for your entrepreneurial pursuits, which in 

turn generates revenue.  

The not-so-surprising fact is that many people never really make money 

with their blog at all and they give up. They figure, for some reason, they 

don’t have the skills, they don’t have the magnetism, they don’t have that 

flamboyant personality and worse of all they figure they just don’t get it and 

they quit.  

But that is not you! You do have what it takes to make money with your 

blog and that is why you are reading this free e-book. That is why you are 

working so hard at building your business and it is why you will succeed! 

(Okay, end of pep-talk) 

There are many opinions on exactly how to get your blog working and you 

can spend a fair amount of your hard earned cash searching for answers. I 

know I have. But some of the best information I found came from listening 

and reading the works of people in business that I admired – some free and 

yes, some I paid for.  



That’s why I want to give this e-book to you as a gift. I know you will find it 

worthy of a paid purchase but that’s not my goal here. I want you to keep 

your money for investing in your business. The intent of this e-book is to 

help you with your blogging and with that in mind - here are the topics I’ll be 

covering: 

 

 

- Knowing why you’re blogging will bring you faster success 

- Putting your blog to work making money 

- How to get more people commenting on your blog 

- How to make your all-important list grow 

- Doing yourself a favor by getting help blogging 

 

So grab a beverage and a comfy chair - it’s going to be an info-packed ride! 

And most importantly, thank you again! 

 

 



Do You Know Why You Blog? I Mean 
Really Know… 

I know it sounds like a silly question, and if you have been reading along on 

my blog this chapter will look a bit familiar as it was the focus of an earlier 

post. But it is a question that needs to be asked first before we get into the 

additional points of blogging for money.  

Not knowing why you’re blogging is the reason many lose their way and 

don’t earn as much as they could and possibly even give up all together. 

What they don’t get is that it takes time to mold that blog, attract readers, 

and earn money.  

For many, the road to blogging starts with the thought, “Hey, I’d like to have 

my own blog.” They see another successful blogger and make all kinds of 

assumptions on how that blogger earns money and they decide they can do 

so too. This is where they become vulnerable, vulnerable to those impossible 

“get rich quick blogging schemes” and lose their direction.  

But the real problem is this - 

They have no plan 

They have no plan to create a focused online presence 

They have no plan to grow a faithful audience 

And worst of all, they have no financial plan 

Whether you’re new to blogging or you’ve been doing so for a while, you 

must step back and really examine WHY you’re blogging to be sure you’re 

moving down the  right path to achieve your goals. 



While there are some bloggers who post their random daily thoughts and 

grow a large readership, it’s not typical. And to my way of thinking, it’s not a 

business.  

The most successful blogs have a focus and something unique to deliver to 

their audience. Even moms who blog about their adventures in motherhood, 

need to find their focus and unique perspective to build a faithful audience.  

Still, being unique isn’t going to magically make your audience grow. You 

can’t simply publish a few blog posts one week and expect to be a 

professional blogger next week. Building an audience takes time, hard work, 

and even some money.  

It is all about finding your reason why – the reason why you are blogging –  

Is it a hobby or a business? 

Have you found a passion, a topic you really care about, or are you hanging 

out hope for that quick buck?  

Are you simply assuming that other blogs you follow are successful so you 

pattern your blog after theirs? The problem with this is that it is not the 

“real” you, it’s a copy of someone else. You’ll find that you’re not engaging 

with your readers in a manner that is true to you. You still haven’t found 

your reason for blogging.   

I went down this road and really looked at why I was blogging and had that 

solid talk with myself. I do that from time to time and you should to – have 

that solid talk with yourself. It is mind opening and the company’s pretty 

good too. : ) 

What did I come up with? 



I thought I had a plan but I realized that really all I had was a schedule for 

writing and publishing blog posts. I had a list of topics with a few thoughts 

jotted down and even a blogging schedule for getting them done, but I didn’t 

really have a clear plan. 

This is when I decided I needed to get on the stick, and build a mind map so 

I would have that outlined picture of my direction. Have you ever worked 

with mind maps? I highly recommend them if you are a visual type of 

person.  

Sure having notes and outlines is helpful but a mind map is really your road 

map to success. It is where you chart your course, set your timeframe, and 

hold yourself accountable. They work wonders!  

I use Freemind which you can download here. Don’t worry it’s not an affiliate 

link, the program is free to use and fairly intuitive to use. Who knows, 

maybe I’ll be publishing a simple tutorial to “Work at Home Marilyn” on how 

to use the Freemind tool.    

Every once in a while it’s good to cast a magnifying glass upon your efforts, 

especially if you’re not reaching the goals when you had hoped to. Often if 

you’re like me you may find that you’re going down a fork in the road and 

not the main road after all.  

So take your main focus, the topic of your blog and brainstorm ideas off of 

it, it will help you pinpoint that road map. I’ve done this from time to time 

and keep these ideas jotted down on paper and in folders. It’s interesting 

when I go back through them how similar some thoughts are, and how 

many times I’ve forgotten others. 

Next, we’ll take a look at ways you can make money with your blog, but first 

be sure to complete your action steps for this chapter.  

http://www.freemind.com/


Your action steps: 

1. Have that solid talk with yourself –  

Understand your purpose, identify your audience, and let your beautiful 

personality come through. Develop an edge, take a point of view and deliver 

something unique for your audience. It’s your uniqueness that will draw 

people to you. 

2. Establish your blog plan and map out your course, whether with a mind 

map or just pen and paper. If you’re a notepad or MS Excel kind of person 

instead, well then use that. Whichever works best for you, the point is to get 

that map/plan written down, it will do wonders for knowing why you blog.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 Interesting Ways to Earn Money from 
Your Blog 

Many people start blogging without any monetization plan in mind. Actually 

most start a blog with no monetization plan in mind. Now that’s not a 

terrible thing, it just means that at some point you really do need to 

construct a solid monetization plan so that you are clear on how you will 

earn money from your blog.  

Since the topic of this e-book is “blogging for money” let’s move right into 

some ways that you can do just that.  

How do you make money from your blog? 

 

To give you some ideas, here are 10 interesting ways you can make money 

from your blog: 

1. Affiliate Marketing 

A common choice for many is to go the affiliate marketing route by earning 

commissions through recommending products. If you’re not familiar with 

affiliate marketing, it means that you attempt to sell someone else’s product 

through links on your website. When someone clicks on the link and makes a 

purchase or follows through with an action, such as subscribing then you 

make a commission. 

For example, if I have a website all about geeky gadgets, I would review a 

particular gadget in hopes that you would buy. When you click through my 

link and make a purchase, I earn a commission, and consider you pretty 

wonderful.  



There are many affiliate sources for an endless number of products and 

services. Amazon may possibly be the most familiar and it’s a good place to 

start as they sell just about every product under the sun, and their affiliate 

program is fairly easy to understand. There is also a FAQ area and a forum 

for gaining further insight. 

There are also affiliate advertising networks that are like one stop shops for 

finding numerous companies with affiliate programs. These networks allow 

you to apply through the network website to be an affiliate instead of going 

to each company website. They also handle all payments due you; provide 

tracking resources, and rankings of the company programs.  

Popular affiliate advertising networks include Commission Junction, 

LinkShare, and ShareASale – yes, these are affiliate links. I have used all 

three and personally I prefer ShareASale, they offer a good variety of 

companies to work with, their tools are easy to use, and I have had no 

payment problems.  

ClickBank is an online marketplace that works similarly to the affiliate 

advertising networks but instead they list actual digital products that you 

promote on your website. When a sale is made, you earn a commission. 

Depending on the resourcefulness of the company, many offer banner and 

text links, e-books and reports, and auto responder messages to aid your 

efforts.   

Many bloggers simply place affiliate ads on the side bars, at the bottom of 

posts and various other points of website real estate. But the affiliates 

making the most money write product reviews or recommendations as 

publish them as blog posts. 

Writing about a personal experience with a product works quite well. But 

even if you have not tried the product you can write a knowledgeable and 

http://click.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/click?id=9ENgtNf6STE&offerid=7097.10000092&subid=0&type=4
http://www.shareasale.com/r.cfm?b=69&u=674830&m=47&urllink=&afftrack=%22%3eshareasale.com


captivating review based upon reading Amazon product reviews or simply 

researching the product website.  

Whatever you do, write an honest review without being pushy about making 

a sale. The reader will become a buyer when your blog post is convincing.  

(I know I went a bit long here, but that’s because it’s the easiest way to get 

started unless you already have your own product to promote.)   

2. Sell Advertising 

Many bloggers capitalize on their traffic by selling advertising for their blog. 

This works well for high traffic blogs that can attract high paying advertisers. 

I would not recommend going down this path until you have a fair 

readership as your advertising requests will be turned down and who needs 

that when you’re trying to boost yourself up.  

It is often the choice of bloggers who don’t want to do any selling of their 

own on their blog and want to focus solely on content. If your blog is for 

example a great source of reading meaning that your followers are attracted 

by your stories and anecdotes then this may be a worthy money making 

option.  

Still, there is selling involved in attracting advertisers and there is plenty of 

work involved in serving advertising clients.  

3. Product Sponsorship 

Product sponsorship is a similar concept to advertising, but in many cases, 

no money exchanges hands. Instead, bloggers are given free products in 

return for mentioning or promoting their product, running a giveaway and 

such.  



This method of making money with your blog may work well if your blog 

topic is based on a micro niche and delivers to a streamlined audience. Many 

large and small companies are actively looking for the opportunity to reach 

their target audience through bloggers. If your blog caters to this audience 

then you may have a very successful combination.  

4. Sponsored Posts 

Like successful bloggers, many companies understand that the most 

premium ad space on a blog is the blog post itself. Sure, you can put ad 

banners in your sidebar, but those often ignored because people are more 

apt to focus on your content. That’s why many companies are willing to pay 

for the opportunity to post on your blog. Sponsored posts are usually more 

commercial in nature, but as the blog owner, you ultimately decide which 

posts you will accept and which you won’t.  

Sponsored posts can also work by you writing the blog post and submitting 

it to a community centered website. These websites pay you based on the 

number of clicks your article receives and how many comments the article 

receives. Many will allow you to link back to your website to increase traffic 

if it pertains to the topic.  

While some attest to decent earnings and improved traffic, I do not. I tried 

this plan for a short while and added it to the “too much work for too little 

pay” way of earning money with my blog. 

5. Promote Your Own Product Sales 

This can be the truly best money making method for your blog. If you 

already have your own products, then by all means use your blog to 

promote them. The great thing is that when you make a sale – you get to 

keep all the money. There is no middleman to pay, no one to keep a portion 

of the sale. It is all yours.  



This also means that all the work may be yours as well. But there are 

programs and products to assist you with the payments and tracking of the 

sales, which I would highly recommend that you investigate. With a bit of 

trial and error you can get these systems up and running and then just sit 

back and watch the residual sales come flowing in. (Yes, I know that 

certainly sounded spammy now didn’t) 

All fluffy stuff aside, promoting your own product is something you MUST do. 

Engaging your audience, building a more loyal relationship and educating 

them on your product is a win-win for everyone. 

6. E-books and Info Products  

This is somewhat of an expansion of having your own product to promote. If 

you enjoy building your blog and publishing posts on a regular basis, then 

chances are good that you enjoy writing. For some, the mere process of 

blogging has helped them to identify the writer they have hidden away 

inside.  

Write e-books relating to the focused topic of your blog and promote them 

on your blog. Write about your experiences blogging and help other bloggers 

make money with their blogs. (Hmm … that sounds familiar) 

Many bloggers display images of their products on the side bars, or in the 

headers and footers of their blog, whereas others set up actual pages listing 

their products. This is a nice way to go if you have a number of products to 

promote, as it lists them all in one spot making it easy for the reader to find 

and become a buyer. To my mind, this is also a professional way to go. 

When you publish your writings through Kindle, promote them through your 

blog by including a review with a brief snippet and a link to your kindle book 

on Amazon. If your blog readers love your content, they’re super candidates 

for your additional publications.   



7. Contextual Advertising 

You’ve probably heard of Google Adsense and MSN AdCenter. These are 

advertising networks that display content on your pages. These networks 

scan the data and keywords on the blog page the reader is visiting. They 

then find matching ads and typically present them as pop-ups.  

For example, let’s use my geeky gadget website again, if the reader is 

viewing a page about underwater cameras, a pop-up ad may appear for the 

manufacturer of these cameras and various paraphernalia.   

Typically you get paid based on clicks to the advertiser which is called “pay 

per click” or PPC advertising. Working with an ad network means you don’t 

have to find your own advertisers or deal with supplying products. 

8. Blogging for Pay 

One of the modest ways to start earning money from blogging right away is 

to simply be a blogger for hire. It’s a guaranteed way to get paid for your 

work, but it doesn’t have the scalability that doing your own blogging does 

over time.  

There are various outlets for finding blogger for hire positions such as, 

oDesk, HireWriters, and ClickWorker but be aware that the pay is low. It 

helps to be able to write quickly so you can complete a number of blog posts 

in a short amount of time.  

A real advantage to blogging for pay is that you research and write on a 

number of topics which broadens your knowledge and the writing style 

requested is often more structured or at least different than your usual, 

which may help with your overall writing style.  

9. Feeding Traffic to a Mailing List 



I’m sure you’ve heard the term, “the money is in list” and it’s absolutely 

true. Growing your own email subscribers list ensures that you have a 

growing audience of people that you can communicate with over and over 

again.  

Many bloggers keep their blog focus on simply funneling people into the 

mailing list so they can make offers and sell products via email. This works 

until the subscriber realizes that all they are being provided with are 

solicitations to buy, not useful information. When these solicitations provide 

little value the subscriber will often unsubscribe.  

Building a list is absolutely important, but I recommend doing so by 

engaging with your readers. Encourage them to buy, but do so by providing 

valuable content on your blog. Give them a reason to “want” to subscribe 

and return to your blog.  

10. Speaking to Your Readers 

Many bloggers prefer to communicate with their fingertips on the keyboard; 

after all they’re often writers not public speakers. Speaking to your readers 

though is a super way for them to get to know you and connect with you as 

a real person.  

Most bloggers find this rather nerve racking at first because well face it, 

putting your real face out there in public is a lot different than a picture on a 

website. It can be quite intimidated until you get comfortable.  

There are a couple ways you can speak to your readers. You can create your 

own tutorial videos and have them run on your blog or you can turn your 

blog post into a vlog, which is a video blog where you actually speak your 

blog post content. Many bloggers do a combination by providing both the 

video and written versions of the blog post.  



This method makes money for your blog by attracting more readers who 

ultimately subscribe to your list and possibly make a purchase based on your 

recommendation. 

Certainly, this isn’t an exhaustive list of the possible ways to profit from a 

blog because every blogger and business is different, but it gives you plenty 

of ideas to get started. You might just use one idea to start with, but most 

successful bloggers use a combination of a few or more monetization 

opportunities. The key is to start exploring ideas, test them out, and further 

developing those methods that work for you.  

Your action steps: 

1. Identify your monetization plan and write it down or add it to your mind 

map. 

2. Investigate Amazon, LinkShare, ShareASale and others to determine 

which resource provides the right solution for you for making money with 

your blog. 

  



The Lonely Blogger Lament or How Do I 
Get More Comments on My Blog? 

Now I suppose you’re asking yourself – “what does this have to do with 

blogging for money?” Simple – the more comments readers leave on your 

blog, the more you’re engaging with your readers – the more engaged the 

reader the more apt they are to follow your recommendations.  

The frustration for many bloggers is that they keep writing, writing, and 

writing, but the comments are few and far between. If you’ve dealt with this, 

you may have felt like you were writing only for yourself. Been there, done.   

Now let me really confuse you. Commenting is not a true indicator of 

success for anyone who blogs for money. The fact of the matter is - you may 

have a nice sized audience reading your content, leaving comments and 

never purchasing a dang thing. That obviously, is not a blog for money.  

The good news is - you do have a reading audience, so revamp your 

approach slightly to add in systems of monetization. If you’re still adhering 

to the focus of your blog, you may find some of your readers occasionally 

become buyers.  

Conversely, you may find that some of your readers appreciate your blog, 

take action on it, but they may never leave a comment. It’s just their way.  

Still, a nice steady stream of comments is good for community building and 

provides a sort of social proof for your blog. It shows that people are reading 

your content and like it, so others may follow suit. It also helps you uncover 

what your audience likes about your blog so you can deliver more value to 

them. 

 



To help, here are 12 ways you can encourage more comments on your blog: 

 

1. Ask questions in your posts 

If you want people to leave a comment, ask them a direct question. Ask 

questions about things people are passionate about to get a bigger 

response. You will notice that I almost always ask a question at the end of a 

blog post – why? - Because it encourages the reader who has read to the 

end of the post to leave a quick reply.  

2. Use Controversy 

When a post is controversial or shows a very strong opinion, that’s when 

you’ll find the commenters come out of the woodwork. That doesn’t mean 

you have to be rude or offensive, just make people think and don’t be afraid 

to express yourself. Keep within the focus and topic of your blog - don’t go 

off on a political rant or some such matter and you will find that readers will 

be more apt to respond. 

4. Use Humor 

Just like controversy, humor is something that gets people talking. Make 

people laugh and they’ll thank you, share their own jokes and more. Making 

people smile is a good thing too. It’s much like in a scene in the movie 

“Moonstruck”, love it BTW.  

The family is sitting around the kitchen table waiting for Johnny Cammareri, 

Loretta’s supposed fiancé to arrive after she has just announced that she is 

madly in love with Johnny’s younger brother, Ronny. Everyone looks 

pensive, tension is thick as fog, no one knows what to say until her 

grandfather blurts out “somebody tell a joke! 



That’s my point – use humor to lighten a heavy or serious topic and to 

simply help your reader relax and enjoy your blog.  

5. Reply to Comments 

Think of comments as the start of a conversation. Where possible, reply to 

your comments and engage your readers. They’ll be more likely to come 

back and comment more if they feel like someone listens and appreciates 

what they have to say.  

Run a little experiment with other bloggers. Occasionally ask a question 

when leaving a comment as a way to find out how connected the blogger is 

to their audience. Those that are involved will reply in a fair amount of time, 

those that don’t reply are not worthy of your time. (That’s my opinion 

anyway) 

6. Let the Comments Become Post Material 

Comments are the ideal place to come up with ideas for new posts. The post 

opens up a new discussion, promotes continued conversation, and 

encourages the same people to come back and add even more to the 

conversation. Best of all, you know that it’s content the reader is interested 

in, so run with it.  

7. Don’t Require Registration 

I’m not a fan of asking visitors to register before they can leave a comment, 

to me it seems self-defeating. I want my readers to comment freely, so why 

put up barriers? I figure by requiring registration it creates a couple more 

steps for them before they comment and most people will simply click away. 

Certainly not what I want. 

On the same note, if you choose to moderate comments, check comments 

frequently. Making people wait is a definite conversation killer.  



8. Allow Comments After Posts 

Make sure that your WordPress theme allows comments at the end of your 

blog post. It encourages readers to comment and makes it easier to create 

sub-conversations from the main post.  

There is a theme that I like to use but it places the comment notation in 

small type at the beginning of the post, so I always add a link for comments 

at the end of my posts instead. There are also widgets and plug-ins you can 

add on that can help with this as well. 

9. Use a Facebook Commenting Plugin 

There are a variety of plugins that allow your readers to post their 

comments through Facebook. This can encourage discussion because the 

comments can appear on your visitor’s timelines and then their friends can 

join in the discussion as well. You can also do this with other social media 

such as Twitter, Google+, and Pinterest. 

10. Use Your List  

Tell your subscribers about new blog posts and encourage them to come by. 

These are people who have already indicated they’re interested in your 

content, so share it with them. Make your notification friendly and a bit 

personal to make them more enjoyable to read. It also makes you more 

believable and helps the reader to stay interested. 

11. Respect All Opinions 

People will disagree with you, which is great! As long as the comment’s not 

vulgar, you can still respond respectfully and engage them in a discussion 

that is educational for both sides. It’s a great opportunity to show that 

you’re open to other ideas and you’re willing to discuss alternatives.  



12. Acknowledge Your Regulars 

If people comment more than once, welcome that back and thank them for 

their contribution. After all, by commenting they are contributing to your 

blog and making it more vibrant. Show that you love their visits and are 

grateful - they’ll be back to do it again. 

Think of your blog as your community. If you want people to be active, you 

need to be a gracious host and interact. While traffic will usually increase 

your comment volume, there are other things you can do to encourage 

comments from the visitors you already have. 

BTW – Here’s a great big Thank You to all my readers that leave comments 

on my blog – You’re the best! 

 

Your action steps: 

1. Take a good look at your blog to see how “comment friendly” it is. 

2. If you don’t already have a social media plug-in installed, grab one – most 

are free. Personally I like Shareaholic and Digg Digg.  

 

 

 

  



The Blogging for Money Secret - Grow 
Your List 

Okay so it’s not really a secret, but all helpful guide books include a secret 

and it’s all I could come up with.  

You’ve seen those money making blogs that get a ton of traffic, have oodles 

of comments on every post and they seem to have plenty of advertisers. 

How do they do it? Besides hard work and a very few exceptions, I bet there 

is one thing they all have in common.  

They email their list to promote newly published posts and to market 

to their readers 

If you aren’t working to grow your mailing list, you are simply throwing 

away a huge chunk of your traffic that will visit once and never come back 

again.  

You, as a successful bloggers need email for a multitude of reasons, here are 

two: 

1. Add an opt-in box configured through Aweber or another auto-responder 

provider. When they subscribe it helps you to keep in touch with your 

visitors instead of hoping that they simply return from time to time.  

2. Email is personal and a more direct way to reach your reader. A blog post 

is out there for anyone to see, but an email is directly addressed to the 

recipient. Business email is commercial by nature, people expect to receive 

special offers and promotions by email but make yours friendly as well – 

show your personality.  

Studies have proven that email boasts very high conversion rates and is one 

of the most cost effective ways to get your message out there.  



With this in mind, if you aren’t actively growing your list, now is the time to 

start. 

Let’s look at some things you need to start doing: 

1. Create a valuable incentive for signing up for your mailing list. It needs be 

more than the fact that your newsletter (if you write one) is free. Offer a 

report, a handy checklist, access to videos, an information product, or 

anything that is relevant and valuable to your target subscriber. 

3. Place your opt-in box and compelling offer on the side bar of your website 

with an image that represents the incentive, so it’s eye-catching and your 

readers won’t miss it.  

4. Include an invitation to sign up at the closing of all your posts. Put the 

opt-in code right in the end of the post, so your readers can sign up right 

there, instead of having to click around. 

5. Blog about your incentive - mention it in the context of a post or two. For 

example, if you’re writing a tutorial on taking under water photos and you 

have a free report on photo techniques, mention it directly in your post. 

Entice your offer by making your reader believe that they absolutely must 

have what it is you are providing. 

6. Don’t stop there. Continue to make more valuable content that you give 

away in return for an opt-in. Having a variety of incentives will help you 

reach more people and allow you to mention your mailing list more often.  

Whether you have a lot of traffic or a little, building a mailing list allows you 

to maximize your blogging efforts. Don’t let the traffic you do have go to 

waste. Your subscribers will form a large part of your loyal following for  

years to come. 



Your action steps: 

1. Make sure your blog has opt-ins. Place them above the fold where they 

are easy to find and after each post. If a reader loved you’re post – step 

right up and ask them to subscribe.  

2. Look at your incentive? Does it provide value to the reader so that they 

will be anxious to subscribe? 

  



Be Kind to Yourself – Get Blogging Help 

You are not super human - amazing, brilliant, and ambitious – yes. But 

everyone can use help from time to time. By now, we know that being a 

successful blogger isn’t simply about posting to WordPress day after day.  

There are many tasks we have to attend to and it’s not always easy getting 

everything done. So guess what – there’s no reason for you to do all your 

own writing in order to have a very successful blog.  

Many determined bloggers plan to post every single day or multiple times a 

week, but when you also have to think about monetizing your blog, 

marketing your blog, participating in social media, communicating with your 

list, helping your clients and everything else needed for building your 

business, it can become overwhelming.  

No problem - let others help you with your writing. As long as your blog 

maintains your own voice and style, gather content from a variety of 

sources. This will leave you more time to search out additional revenue 

streams for your blog. 

Here are a few resources to consider: 

1. Buy PLR Articles 

If you’re not familiar with the term, it stands for private label rights. We 

know it’s all about content, quality content for your blog - the more the 

better. So purchase pre-written articles, blog posts, reports and other useful 

content from writers with a style that fits yours.  

It’s actually a very economical route to go and definitely cheaper than using 

a ghostwriter. PLR providers keep their prices down so that they can sell the 

same content to a variety of bloggers. You can typically use it as is, edit the 



content as much as you’d like, chop it up and remix it. You can also add 

your affiliate links and monetize it in any manner that fits your site. These 

are three great sources of quality PLR content: 

Marilyn Thompson’s PLR Corner  

Tiffany Lambert’s PLR Mini Mart 

Bonnie Gean’s PLR Productions 

2. Guest Bloggers 

Many popular blogs employ the use of guest writers or bloggers. These are 

people who contribute unique content to your website and get to include 

their byline and link in return. Guest posts provide your audience with varied 

perspectives and keep your blog filled with great content.  

Simply advertise for guest bloggers on your site and provide a short list of 

topics so they know what you will consider posting. Remember you have the 

final say on the content, so if it ends up not fitting your blog, simply explain 

to the party and don’t use it. 

Ask your readers to be a guest blogger on your blog, since they know you 

they may be a perfect resource. Request a guest post from bloggers that 

you follow or ask to be the guest blogger on their blog. Yes, I know this is 

more work for you, but you will most likely be able to link back to your site 

which can be a great traffic generator your blog. 

3. Ghostwriters 

There are plenty of talented writers out there who can take on your voice to 

help you create your content. They might create reports that you give away 

with a subscription to your mailing list, they can write emails or auto-

http://www.plrcorner.com/
http://www.plrminimart.com/affiliates/jrox.php?id=1443
http://www.plrproductions.com/?ap_id=marilynt


responder messages, they can write blog posts or just about anything else 

you need.  

When completed, you retain full ownership of the content. If you don’t like 

the idea of publishing someone else’s content under your own name, you 

can also publish it under a pen name.  

Keep in mind though that their writing talents don’t come cheap, most 

charge well for their work, for example $100 for five pages. It is a good 

resource but make sure you have the funds to invest.  

4. Other People’s Content 

There are also many sources of free content available on the web. You can 

embed videos from YouTube, grab slide shows from Slide Share, use free 

PLR content, or for a few dollars get articles from Ezine Articles, Fiverr, or 

oDesk.  

You can even curate their content by copying an excerpt of their article; 

mentioning your source and then expand on their words with your own 

thoughts and advice. Whenever you’re short on time or stuck for ideas, 

these are great sources of content.  

Your action steps: 

1. Ask yourself if you really could use some help creating content, I’m pretty 

sure your answer will be yes. 

2. Look over the options and decide which the best alternative is for you. 

Using PLR is often the most cost effective method, but select whichever best 

fits you, your budget, and your blog.  

  



The Profitable Blogging Formula 
Great Content + Smart Marketing + 

Monetization 

We’re now at the point where you can actualize the profitable blogging 

formula. It really consists of just tree components.  

Great Content 

As a skilled blogger, you aren’t going to get anywhere with substandard 

content. That’s no secret and I doubt that it’s a problem for you. There are 

so many ways to keep the ideas fresh, informative, and engaging. You can 

find suggestions most anywhere, other blogs, news reports, television 

shows, magazine article headlines, and maybe even from your friends and 

family. 

This really is the easy part - it’s the next two components that are 

sometimes problematic.  

Smart Marketing  

Never rest on thinking you’ve done enough to promote your blog because 

you’ve written great content, responded to your comments and posted an 

update to social media. It takes more than that and that truly is the difficult 

if not time consuming part.  

You have to be active in your marketing. Get out there and reach and retain 

new audiences. You grow them through advertising, making new 

connections and writing for other publications. You retain them by growing 

your mailing list. These are all important keys to the puzzle.  

Your Monetization Plan 



As I mentioned in the first chapter, if your blog is part of your business plan, 

you need to monetize it. There are variety of ways to do that depending on 

the focus of your blog and any sellable talents you may possess.  

It doesn’t matter if you sell advertising, affiliate products, or your own 

products, you need to promote and sell something. Write your own e-book 

on Kindle and promote it on your blog.  

If you are crafty make your own creations and sell them on Etsy or Zazzle. If 

it helps go back and reread the first chapter for ideas once again, it never 

hurts to review and consider additional avenues.  

Whatever monetization plan you decide on, work it all into your blogging. 

Work in your affiliate marketing product reviews, your creations available on 

Zazzle, or your own products, whatever the combination.  

Then optimize your blog for the placement of ads and recommendations. You 

may find that sidebar widgets work well in addition to mentioning the 

product or service in your blog posts. When you have your own products, 

you may wish to set up a page on your blog listing them all similarly to a 

store front but without the ecommerce option. Experiment with placement, 

move items around till you find what works best with your audience.   

Your action steps: 

1. Carry a scratch pad or use your smart phone to jot down blog post topics 

and ideas as they come to mind. I can recall a number of times I had an 

idea but didn’t jot it down, and it was soon forgotten. 

2. Review your marketing efforts – are they really all they can be? How 

about your monetization plan – are you happy with it? 

  



Lastly, a Short Wrap Up 

You should now be ready to start making money with your blog. You have 

identified the key elements of: 

- Knowing why you’re blogging  

- Understanding how to put your blog to work making money 

- Understanding how to get comments on your blog 

- Knowing how to make your all-important list grow 

- And you know how to get help with content on your blog  

  

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 

Best of all, you now have a plan – 

A plan to create a focused online presence 

A plan to grow a faithful audience 

And a financial plan for making money with your blog. 

 

All in all, profitable blogging takes work, hard work, but it can certainly be 

more enjoyable than a J-O-B. Put the work in now to enjoy the benefits of a 

passive income in the future.   

Good luck to you on your blogging journey - wherever it may take you. I 

truly hope you will join me as I grow my blogging business and share the 

stories and triumphs’ of your journey.  



Thank you once again for subscribing and please take action with the 

information you have gleaned from this e-book to put your blog to work 

making money and bringing home a paycheck.  

Kindly,  

Marilyn Thompson 

http://www.marilynthompsonsolutions.com 

Marilyn Thompson on Facebook 

Marilyn Thompson on Twitter 

Marilyn Thompson on Google+ 

 

 

P.S. There are a couple resources I have used along the way that I 

absolutely LOVE. I found them extremely helpful and if you would like please 

check them out.  

WordPress Crash Course – a super video tutorial on all parts of WordPress 

Shiny Object Syndrome – a magnificent guide to freeing yourself from the 

dreaded cycle of buying product after product and never putting them to 

good use.  
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